
An American Wax Museum
	A
	Ask Questions

	G
	Gather Evidence

	O
	Organize Information 

	P
	Prepare/Produce Information

	P
	Present and Assess Information


An AGOPP Research Unit 
Skill level: Beginner
School level: Elementary 3-6
Prerequisite skills needed

Students need to have basic computer use skills, such as the ability to launch Internet Explorer®, type into search boxes, use online encyclopedias, and find information using print sources.
Synopsis of lesson

The goal will be for students to research a famous American and create a script of information that the famous Americans might say if they were here to tell us about themselves. They will gather costumes and/or props to assist in the impersonation of their American. Students will memorize their script and recite as part of a Living Wax Museum. Students will begin learning how to summarize information. Teachers will assist students to restate information in order to avoid plagiarism, including proper note-taking and  appropriate paraphrasing.
Rationale for lesson

Students need experience researching a topic and creating a written report. Because they are creating a script, the format will assist them in summarizing their information. They may need additional help to avoid plagiarism while using web resources. This lesson helps students learn to paraphrase information. Students need to be able to speak publicly. Oral reports can be intimidating. Impersonating a character may help the student become less fearful of public speaking. 
Essential Question                                                                                                                         Why is my chosen American famous? What would people like to know about my American character?  

Common Core State Standards 

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly

W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic
W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information and provide a list of sources

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts, and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when framing inferences from the text. 

Arkansas Framework

Social Studies H.6.4.5/C.5.4.2 Identify and explain the roles of  important Americans and the Founding Fathers.

Mini-Lessons 
· Creating questions to guide research
· Sources available (evaluating sources)
· Skimming and scanning for information

· Notetaking strategies
· Using a graphic organizer to organize your information and determine missing relevant information

· Paraphrasing your notes

Lesson Plans
· Introduce research topic and provide students with a list of famous Americans to consider. Have the print resources available for students to checkout. (My experience with this lesson showed that students found the best information for this project in the print resources. This was not my expectation. I thought the online elementary encyclopedia would be their best source, but it was too brief and did not include enough information to allow students to recreate a personality.) 
· Choose the person they want to research.  One important step is using credible sources for research. I recommended Encyclopedia Brittanica, World Book online, and the print resources from the library. 

· Teach the AGOPP Research Strategy- 
· Ask Questions, Gather Information, Organize Information, Prepare/Produce, Present/Assess. 
· Ask Questions-Have students write researchable questions about their person. Emphasize that most of these questions should be about why their American is famous. (Some of my 4th grade students wrote too much about the early life of their famous American and missed exploring the reason their person was famous.)  Sample Questions: Why is my American famous? What did my American do that changed the world? How did my American impact the future? Why is my American remembered? Did my American achieve national recognition? Awards? What important details about my American’s life will people want to know?
· Gather Information-The next few days would be spent gathering information and working to answer some of their questions. In gathering information, it is helpful to have students use an organizer like Cornell Notes (attached), but they may use another graphic organizer. It will also be important for them to cite sources. (In 4th grade, we just named our sources. We did not use a formal citation method.)
· Organize Information- Students organized their notes, and chose a graphic organizer to assist. (My 4th grade students used the fishbone map. (attached)
· Prepare/Produce-  Students wrote their script. We emphasized rewording the information to avoid plagiarism. 
· Prepare/Produce- Rough drafts were edited and memorized.
· Present/Assess- Students performed in the library for their classmates. This was to provide them the opportunity to see how much additional practice they needed before they performed for the Living Wax Museum.
· Present/Assess- Students presented their scripts to the school population. Students in the K-4 elementary visited the American Living Wax Museum during the day before Literacy Night. That evening, the students performed for students and parents who attended the school Literacy Night event.
· Assess- Students were given a reflection/assessment sheet to complete.
Mini-Lesson Options
Model a Wax Museum Character- Prepare a script and perform for the students or look up wax museum on Teachertube or Youtube to show students a Living Wax Museum. 

Writng questions- Provide guidance for writing researchable questions

Using print sources 
Using online sources

Skimming and scanning for information (maps, graphs, pictures, and charts)

Notetaking /citing sources
Using graphic organizers

Writing strategies

Editing strategies

Reflection process

Reflection/Collective Share

Each day, at the end of the lesson, spend 5 minutes to allow students to write in a reflection journal. Then, spend 5 minutes in a collective share where students share either information from their reflection or another topic pertaining to the research process. These 10 minutes can be powerful in helping students to absorb their learning. 
Possible topics for Reflection/Collective Share
What steps in the AGOPP research process do you remember?

Share a good researchable question you formed today?

Which resource gave you the best information today? What resources do you still need to explore?

Look over your notes and evaluate the quality of them. Can you read them? Do you need to include more information down?

Did you remember to cite your sources? 

Look at the topic headings on your graphic organizer, and decide which topic heading is most important? Do you have enough information about this topic? Do you need to do more research before you begin to write?
Resources
AGOPP Research Process Strategy Model- Montgomery County Public Schools in Rockville, Maryland.

