WEBSITE PRESENTATION

MASTER COPY

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1There are thousands of kid sites on the Internet. Some are good, some are bad, and a few are downright ugly. The following sites fall in the first category.  Many of the recommendations that follow came from teachers throughout the country. (A million thanks – from me and from your teacher colleagues with whom I will be sharing this information.) If you have a favorite site that is not listed, I’d love to hear about it. Just go to my web site at www.theteachersdesk.com, hit the Contact button, and shoot me an email. I’ll add your information to the list, and then pass it on. 

FOR TEACHERS 

The following six sites are not part of the “advertised” “best 60 Web sites for kids,” but they are extremely valuable to teachers. 

www.grants.gov. Utah teachers tell me this is a great place to get grants for school and classroom learning aides. Proposals are short and easy to complete.

http://www.surfnetkids.com/emailedition.htm Home Internet Base for Teachers. A weekly newsletter gives the best kid Internet sites for a specific topic or discipline. Archives allow you to search subjects covered since 1996.

www.carlscorner.us.com is a treasure trove of materials for p-k through 2nd grade teachers. Operated by early-retired teacher, Cherry Carl of San Diego.

www.thevirtualvine.com is another great site for primary teachers. Operated by teacher Cindy Montgomery of Lumberton, Mississippi.

www.RIF.org Homepage for Reading is Fundamental. Has Activity Lab, Game Station, Book Zone, and Express Yourself departments. Also Kids’ Contests and e-cards. Presented in English and Spanish. Pre-school-2nd.

www.readwritethink.org IRA and NCTE collaborated on this site, and it has a treasure trove of information and material for teachers. Four strands: Lessons, Standards, Web Resources, and Student Materials. Was named a Landmark Website on the inaugural list of the American Association of School Librarian’s Best Websites for Teaching and Learning in 2009. K-12

http://faculty.usiouxfalls.edu/arpeterson A Kentucky teacher, Jamie Money, told me about this site, and as she so aptly stated, “It is a doozy.” There are links to EVERYTHING you’ll ever want at this University of Sioux Falls Education Department homepage, including…K-12 sites, Class sites, Teacher Tool sites, Smart Board sites, and Search Engines.
FOR KIDS

www.professorgarfield.org is, in my opinion, the best kids’ site on the Internet Games demand critical thinking and kids fight to play them: Reading, math, science, history, music, and art. This site has the sci-fi graphics and sounds that appeal to today’s students. Site is regularly updated. Give this one 5 stars.

www.mathcats.com is another five star site (recommended by a N. Dakota teacher). FUN math games in all strands (add., sub., mult., div., geometry, fractions, time, money, etc.)

www.mrnussbaum.com was developed and is operated by fourth grade talented and gifted teacher (Fairfax, VA), Greg Nussbaum. The site has dozens of free interactive games specifically designed to pinpoint essential concepts taught in K-8. For $18 a year a classroom can also play the interactive games on Mr. N. Premium. Another recommendation from N. Dakota.

www.storylineonline.net recommended by Utah and Kentucky educators. Members of the Screen Actors Guild read children’s books at this site. Text accompanies oral reading. 

www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm Great Geography site recommended by a sixth grade teacher at an IRA conference in Dover, Delaware. This site offers free software to schools.

http://www.storyplace.org/ Early Elementary Library. (Preschool-Kdgn.) Stories have accompanying online activities and printable follow-up activities.

http://www.doodlestudio.com/paint/paint1.html Doodle. Super site for kids of all ages - if they like to draw, or need extra practice with writing their letters (either manuscript or cursive). Good for developing eye-hand coordination. Kids can have their “masterpiece” published online!

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Rhymes.html Rebus Rhymes. Dozens of rhymes on every theme imaginable. Good for early and struggling readers.

http://www.pbs.org/kratts/ Kratts Creatures. Third grade and above. Learn about animals around the world or in your own backyard. Kids can test their knowledge by playing “Who Lives Here?” 

http://www.kidsgowild.com/ Kids Go Wild. A great site for older kids who are intrigued by unique animals. Everything from survival tactics to the weird and wacky ways of animals. Reading level is for fourth grade and above.


http://www.learningplanet.com/ Learning Planet. Interactive activities help kids learn math, languages, problem solving, and grammar. P-K through sixth. This site sells stuff, but the freebie activities (bait) are good.

http://www.usmint.gov/kids/timeMachine/begin.cfm Time Machine. Super for talented and gifted kids (fourth grade and older) that are interested in coins, the Mint, and U.S. history.

http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/woods/ A Walk in the Woods. This site is so cool. A “walk in the woods” (slide show) is narrated by a male reader and has accompanying text in English or Spanish. Appropriate for all ages. (I love it.)

http://pbskids.org/games.html PBS Kids.  Lots of online learning games for young kids (k-2). Alphabet games, numbers, adventure games and puzzles. Kids have fun while they learn.

http://www.uptoten.com/ Up to Ten (years). 776 fun learning games.

http://www.sikids.com Sports Illustrated for Kids. Fourth grade and above. Sports Illustrated for Kids Provides every young sports fan with enough action and instruction to fill an entire season with cheers and jeers. Gives latest news about favorite athletes and professional teams. A sneaky way of getting “jocks” to read.

http://www.conjuror.com/magictricks/free_tricks1.html Magic Tricks. Age 10 and up. Teaches middle and upper elementary kids how to do some really cool magic tricks. Requires reading and thinking. Let small group work together at this site. 

http://www.guysread.com Guys Read. This site doesn’t sound appealing, but once boys are introduced to it - they go back again and again. Features books that guys like, and reviews them in a macho manner. Use this site to entice your reluctant male readers into the wonderful world of books. And for a real guy treat, get Guys Read by Jon Szieszka. It has seventy-two hilarious stories written for guys - by guys.
Good math sites for the little ones:

http://games.funschool.com/game.php?g=1039 Connect the dots and complete a picture.

http://games.funschool.com/game.php?g=1061 Farmyard addition.

http://games.funschool.com/game.php?g=1066 Fishing for Numbers. One to one correspondence.

http://games.funschool.com/game.php?g=1166 Counting 1 to 5

Guideposts for Kids (http://www.GP4K.com) Interactive, entertaining, and empowering place for kids 6-12 to learn and play. 

www.yahooligans.com Around the World; (Countries, States, etc.) School Bell; (Lang. Arts, Science, etc.) Arts & Entertainment; Science & Nature; Computers & Games; Sports & Recreation. Third grade and above.

www.50states.com Everything (and more) you’d ever want to know about any state in the union – includes interesting trivia; easy to navigate.  

www.Learninglaffs.com  Although this site is advertised as “Humor for Educators” (which it is), it includes a super section of printable blank comic strips where kids can add their own text. Excellent enrichment activity for gifted kids. For 2nd – 12th grades. 

www.coolmath4kids.com Great math and science games – suitable for ages 13-100

www.starfall.com Most teachers rave about this site for the little ones. I’m not convinced that it is the way to present early reading strategies, but I’m in the minority with that opinion. Check it out for yourself and see what you think. K-2

www.ology.amnh.org Free science website for kids ages 7 and up. It’s an award winning kid’s site maintained by the American Museum of Natural History. On Ology kids go on their own expeditions to collect Ology card about specimens, tools, animals, and discoveries. Each Ology card is filled with stories, quizzes, pictures, and stats. Kids can create personal homepages on Ology for their car collections, etc.

 www.Kids.gov Developed and maintained by the Federal Citizen Information Center. Provides links Federal kids’ sites and some of the best kids’ sites from other organizations. Sites grouped by subject matter. Interactive, informational, and fun. Lots of cool, virtual tours.
 
http://disney.go.com/home/today/index.html It’s Disney - need I say more? Interactive and has great sound affects. K-2.

www.freerice.com Grades 4 and up. A Kentucky teacher told me about this and it is truly addictive – even for adults. Categories: Art, Chemistry, English (grammar and vocab.), Geography (identifying countries on the map and world capitals), Foreign Languages, and the Multiplication Table. With each correct answer twenty grains of rice are donated through the UN World Food Program to help end hunger. A changing rice bowl graphic and running tally (adjacent to the correct or corrected answer) motivates kids to get a higher score and donate more food. 

http://www.meddybemps.com/9.700.html. Young Writers Workshop. This site has super story starters (complete with colored illustrations and lined paper) for thirty stories. Appropriate for advanced kindergarten through third grade.

http://kids.mysterynet.com/ This site requires a fair amount of reading and a whole lot of critical thinking. Kids try to solve mysteries using the clues provided. They click forward to see whether or not they are first-rate detectives. Great for team learning.

http://www.mamamedia.com/ For fourth grade and above. This site offers everything that kids love, and it’s highly educational as well. Beware: There’s some annoying music (that drives me nuts) is at this location.
http://www.headbone.com/derby/ Although this site is super for teaching kids how to navigate the Internet, I don’t recommend it for classroom use. It is too time consuming, and students don’t want to quit midstream. Comic adventures packed with puzzles they can solve by digging up info from the hidden corners of the Internet. Kids score points and can play as a team. It would be great as an after-school latchkey activity.

http://www.magickeys.com/books/index.html Children’s Storybooks Online. Don’t miss this one. Books are categorized for Young Children, Older Children, and Young Adults. Great site for hooking reluctant readers. 

http://alphaclp.clpgh.org/ein/monroevl/kid-funthings.html#Games This is a little known site developed by a public library, but it’s a good. Loaded with Fun Things for Kids to do on the Web. Has stuff appropriate for all elementary kids, but main focus is K-4th.
http://yucky.kids.discovery.com/noflash/index.html Advertised as the “Yuckiest Site on the Internet.” Stories, games, and activities on the “yucky” topics kids love - worms, bodily functions, etc. Gross stuff that gets kids attention and compels them to read.

http://www.funbrain.com/ Loads of kid-appropriate games. Some teach; others are just for fun. Sections for each discipline and all ages (K-6).

http://www.funschool.com/ You have to dodge the advertisements on this site, but once you do you’ll find some cool stuff. Content is divided into age appropriate sections: Preschool through 6th grade.

Both of the next sites are interactive and both are designed to use with fairy tale units. (1-5) 

http://www.andersenfairytales.com/en/main
http://www.grimmfairytales.com/en/main 

www.scholastic.com/harrypotter/home.asp Everything Harry. Interactive. Vote for favorite book, write 7-word review to be posted on Web (with student’s name), and more. 3rd-8th 

http://kidsread.com/HP071/content/index.9sp.  Another Harry Potter site that will keep them occupied for a long time. Lots of reading in this, but kids love it. 3rd-8th 

www.lemonysnicket.com  “WARNING: DO NOT ENTER. THIS SITE IS VERY UNPLEASANT.” (What kid is going to obey this warning?) Sneaky – but effective – way to get kids reading. 3rd-8th. 

www.shelfari.com.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Books and their readers are going online - in a big way. Social networking sites that promote reading, review books, and share books with others are springing up all over, and they present the perfect opportunity to making reading fun again for our teenage kids. Young people can create a shelf displaying what they're reading, what they want to read, and what they recently finished. They can show off their accomplishments in a self-designed personal shelf made of wood, glass or stone. But that's not all – the social networking features of the site lets the user create a profile, befriend other users, and review and recommend books to their peers. Bottom line: A social networking site for teen readers.

http://www.diaryproject.com International pen-pal site.

Kid Friendly Search Engines: 
http://www.yahooligans.com

http://www.enchantedlearning.com 
http://www.ajkids.com
http://www.altavista.com (with Family Filter on)
http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/
http://www.lycoszone.com/
http://www.onekey.com/
These sites publish student book reviews - one sentence or document size. Kids love to see their work online; it is a powerful incentive to read more and write more.

http://www.amazon.com 

http://www.bn.com
http://www.bookhooks.com
http://www.scpl.lib.fl.us/kids/kids_booklists.html 

http://www.storiesfromtheweb.org/sfwhomepage.htm
http://www.learningunlimitedllc.com 

Email student reviews to 

mailto:ktyson@learningunlimitedllc.com

ktyson@learningunlimitedllc.com
 and it will probably appear on the web! 

http://www.worldofreading.org/
These sites publish student writing:

http://www.stonesoup.com/main2/sendwork.html Stone Soup magazine.

http://www.newmoon.org/ New Moon magazine. Edited by girls ages 8-14 for girls ages 8-14.  New Moon only accepts submissions by girls.

http://www.cs.bilkent.edu.tr/~david/derya/ywc.html Young Writers Club.

http://www.realkids.com/club.shtml Young Writers Clubhouse.

www.chixlit.com Accepts work from girls (age 7-17). 250 word max.

www.kids-space.org. This International site lets kids post their own creative writing, essays, artwork & musical compositions. 3rd-8th 
http://realkids.com/home4.htm Created by Deborah Morris, the author of the Real Kids, Real Adventures series. This site offers sound information and opportunities for young people who like to write.  
As I was researching material for the book I am now writing (If They Don’t Learn the Way You Teach, Teach the Way They Learn) I came across a one-size-fits-all site that I believe every educator and every parent should know about. I am including a thumbnail description about the site and what it offers, but you will get a better idea of its value if you go directly to www.computerlabkids.com and snoop around.

When you click on the URL listed above, you will get a screen with several options. Click on the first option, “What Can I Do In [the] Lab?” A new screen will appear with the question, “What can I do on [the] computer?” The directions say, “Click on any of the pictures below to see oodles and gobs of terrific places to go to learn more.” This is followed by twenty labeled categories, each with its own graphic. I have listed the categories below, along with the number of links in each category. 

All of the categories include material and activities for all ages. For example, the Math category, with links to 187 different sites, has a Teach Me 123s counting game, and the Metric System Tables from Merriam Webster. The Fun category (87 links) goes all the way from a Berenstain Bears Dress up link to a Chess Kids Academy. Or how about this one? The Science category (178 links) has a kindergarten link where the child can drag and drop pictures to illustrate the life cycles of a frog, tree, or butterfly, whereas at the other end of the spectrum students can visit the Element Lab from FunSchool and drag the symbol to the correct element.

Kid Computer Lab Categories:

Shapes - 30

ABC & Spelling – 64

Reading – 97

Time – 31

Writing – 42

Math – 187

Money – 53

Transportation & Inventions – 27

United States – 142

Geography – 58

Grammar – 31

Science – 178

Nutrition & Health – 28

Art & Music –61

Oklahoma – 49 (No, that isn’t a typo. Don’t ask me to explain it because I can’t.)

Foreign Languages – 59

Research & Reference Material – 71

Pre-School & Kindergarten – 94

The final category, Teacher Tools, offers… 

Worksheets

Certificates & Report Card Comments

Online Activities

Fonts

Clip Art

Daily Activities

E-Mail

This & That – Power Points, Sounds…

Software Bargains

Monthly Updates to Computer Lab Home Page
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