

Page 1


Techniques for a Dynamic Storytime
 With Your Multilingual Pre-School Class
A workshop by Author-Speaker-Storyteller Matthew Gollub ©2012-15
Eyes...Face...Shoulders...Hands....Feet...Heart....Voice...You....In 3 Speeds!

I. Preparation for a Dynamic Read-Aloud Session
A. Choice of stories: Select stories for the proper age and background. Consult children's librarians and websites. Strategies for mixed age groups. Keep holidays, seasons, class lessons in mind. Choose stories you like! 

B. Practice the story, fully digesting it. Can you tell it?

C. Logistics: space, temperature, sun, ventilation, lighting, seating, number of students.

D. Ambiance: visual displays, props, including, costumes, percussion, etc.
E. Preparation of students: sense of ceremony for story time. (Put away pencils, notebooks, toys, gum, etc.) Questions to prime audience. Summarize previous session if you're reading serially.

F. Set up a regular reading time. Listening is an acquired ability, not one learned overnight. Reserve extra patience and understanding for non-native English speakers. 
II. Read-Aloud Presentation
A. Relax, don't rush. Allow E.L.L. students time to form pictures in their minds.

B. Vary your expression with at least three different tones: 1st, 2nd and 3rd speeds.
C. Involve your disparate audience in the read-aloud: Repeat key phrases; pause to allow students to complete recurring sentences or rhymes. 
D. “Check in” often to ensure communication. Pause recordings to discuss content. Switch between languages to review main points. Just enough to follow. 
E. Keep control of your class! Weave in gentle discipline if necessary. Vary your position and tone of voice to stay “ahead” of your listeners. Avoid sharp reprimands.
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